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. Many wong idees and inforuetion have been spread in this country fvbndea] 
oe eee the growing frterdahts between Indie an! 
the UG. The correction of these erroe will contribute efvectively and you 
will do well. in the future to avoid certain published errors which peegle is 


india call ‘anti-Indian propagendat and which others alauec against both the 
US ext the oroe-U8 Indians, 


“Inforrastion in the form of erticles written by Indians should enmble you to 
understand the other side, which is ignored by foreigners, I should like tc 
give you some expemles of how India ie alerepresented in the US. 


“G8 eaditowe like to publishverticles, etc., shout inéte weitten vy theirs ew: 
correspondents, wiiters, jJourmmlists, and obearvers to vieit India off ent 
om resher than articles written by Indians,' seid en important man in the 
US Dabeesy in India. IT agreed becnuse it is perfectly oatural to rely aore 
on your own coumtrymen and their writings, eince they would have geester a>- 
peal to US readera, They alec weite in @ style which gives the US readers 
‘etiateys Sky RO Roe SP See eee ey eens See dg inet to: 
tomeadiateiy, 


are: satan aite Ly te 08, Pg chotiarrae boat. 15 ie Indian Criensish ty, pai 
good will. Misrepregentations, wrong fects, cr exaggerations in such writings 
tend to create DLiewill among ind lane aod the eritical /{ sie_/ section in 
India, not feverin: ineressing Inde-\S triemlahis, make caplial out of ever 
Gamll : ra imneosntly witten. They are Likely to confirm all kinds of 
suppicions of Tdiens about US intentions. Meaturally, therefore, 1+ is ecesen« 
tial for US editors to be extrenely oereful net to publieh wrong inforsation 
soout indian affaires injuring: their sentinente ai thus cutcing the rect of 
the growing friendship hetusen the pooble of the two great deweractes of tho 
world . 
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5. “de impartial esalysie of these references to Iudian effaire is wry vovealing 
and it sometines appears that o deliverete attempt ie made even ty the cost 
eninent gui responsitie men to misrepresent I + Such inetences ere saae~ 


G. “in this regert I preposs to give some concrete evidence to show you how and 
wet clerepresentations are being made, 


¢. “Ewen 2e8pOnGible mon like the US Ambassador in Indie who is always believed 
to be aompletely correct and ig expected to ue more fauilier with the facts, 
since he is on the spot, often omkea grevicusly wrong statesents. 

“. “Ia his arbicle sppeering in the Bey York Tigeg dated 23 Mar 52 entitled ‘Asie 
Challenges US through Indie,’ the present {Dencerat} US Ambagsador in Indie, 
Me Chester Bowles, writes: 


‘Following the general pettern ect in the Point Four plict 
Study at Stewas each project vill lay heavy stress on inevessiny 
eericultural sreducetion.' 


Y. “Pertieipeting in a Coluzbia Sreadeasting Systes progran ‘Capital Cloakrocn’ 
bwomdesst on 10 Jan 52, My Bowles aesin said: 


‘The US tv trying te help them help themselves. Horace 
Holmes (Point Four expert) wert out there te help ther....' 


10. “The Ftawah plict oreject work, of witeh I an a reeident, is not a Point Four 
grogram. Point Four ald inglise financisl as well as technical help, vut 


here theng was wore. In fact, on 5 dun 50 the President of the us / y 
8 Truman_/ approved the ect of international cooperation, euthoriging the 


Point Four prograx. On 6 Sep 60 the firet annus) Si rarrse tion of USERL, 500, 
® fer the fiecal year 1951 became available and on & Sep 55 the Point Four 
progran beca@se the responsibility of the Departrent of Gtete by executive or- 
der. 

31. “The Btewah plict project work wae etarted in Septecber 1946, 


12, “Ib is thus entirely apparent that the Point Four srograx cane into existence 
two years after the work ot Etewsh hed started and nothing tae been dome yet 
uy Point Pour in any form ov shape to take the credit. 


3. “Hee Eleanor Roosevelt, who vielted India early tn 1952 as a guest of the 
Indien government, paid a vielt to Etawah and wrote about its work in hee 
worldwide pyniicated calimm ‘My Day,' appearing under Allhahed (Inaia} 19 
Max $2 deteline, as follows: 


“when our {US 7 Point Four people first amrivad, che farcers 
' thought only of 4 .& blg canal fer irrigation purposes whitch 
could have beon en expensive project, but it was quite evident thet 
no money wes forthcoming for thia; therefore, Mr. Holmes started by 
induelng the: to tay botter seada in mall sections of their fields, 
Then gradually tube wolle were put down and sere irrigation vaa cos- 
BLole.aas 


ib, “In the seme columm in the concluding peragreph, Mee Roosevelt wote: 
*Altogetiow I was go interested by Eteweh that I wanted to 


tell the whole world about what i Holees of the US working for 
the Point Four progran hes started. ' 
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15. “This implied that when work wes started at Etewsh, there wae no proper plan 
of york, that people entertained wild ideas and hopes, that enough money hac 


16. "All of this, however, is not true. Before work wae started at Stawah, ox- 
perte hed @ definite, well-thought-out plan end ampis funds st their disposal 
for executing it. People never thought ef digging a canal and wanted to know 
what they wuld do, since a big emnal with many tributaries already axisted 
there. Tube wella were put dew to supply more water et will. There wie no 
roon for confusion of any kind and the experte started the work according to 
the pre-arranged plen. The greatest uisteke, bordering on mlechief, Is the 
suggeetion thet it wae sterted by or under Point Four. Aa explained shove, 
Point Four hed nothing to do with it, and Mr Holmes, who is new working in In- 
dia with Point Four, wae et that time an enpleyee of the Utter Predesh State 
end. hed been gent to Indie to work ao an aseistent aml later joined the Point 
Four. 


L?. ‘In the lest paragraph of Mrs Reosevelt's above-centioned column, she gaye the 
Etewah project was started by Mr Betiees, which ie not truce. Hr. Albert 
Mayer, @ US town planner who conceived the idea, planned the project, put it 
inte work and atill continues to work for it. 


LS. Wren T celled Mew Roosevelt's attention to 411 these facts, Ghe corrected her 
previous writince with the following, under the deteline Hyde Park, 10 dul sé: 


1T heave a letter from a gentlenmn in Indie who points out that 
I was tncerrect and left rather an incorrect impression wher I wrote. 
& colum on Stewsh, India. IT am sorry to have been inadequate and I 
hereby correct it immediately. Sut I aleo wish to say that in a 
short colum it 1s difficult many tines to tell the whole story about 


“The project of Etawah was etarted by the Indian government. 
Albert Mayer, @ US architect who ia building the new capital of Up~ 
per Panjab, wee responetble for the early recommendations on which 
work was to be and hag continued to wateh over it with interest. 
Rs cecuaet Pee ania hed engaged Horace Holres, a US_extension 
agent and he worked in for two yeare before our / US 7 Point 
Four program came into the picture at all. Later Est Holwes was kapt 
om under the foint Pour arrengenent. 


‘This injvoematlon came to me frome mmm who ie an author and 
journalist of the Btavah area / source /. I en very grebetul to hic 
that he corrected the impression thet i hed created. I nave men- 
tioned Mr Mayer op several occasions. He baa been interested in and 
guided much of the tullding in thie and other Indian areas.‘ 


19. “Such aiagtetemente end half-hearted corrections by Such eminent people a8 
Mre Roosevelt create such ofeunderptanding am! confirm verious suspicions ai- 
ready existing in indéa. She corrected her previous writing but not ail of 
the facts, and thet correction not in clear language. 


20. “When dee Reosevelt visited Btewen, ene was in the ef the Uster Prades: 
(UP) governor (she mentions this fuct in the same coluan), from whom aie coulé 
easily have aseertaine’ theee facts. But she velied on her own countrymen who 
put her in such an eviward position end did @ lot of harm not only to her own 
orestige in India out to Indo-US friendship and good relations. In heg Allbes 
bad 18 Mex S@ dabeline colum, she gave the source of har information, which 
she later had to correct ae follows: 


The evening before on the train Mr Holmes, a Point Four man 
wie started thie work and who received hie training at Cornell Uni~ 
versity, cme in to talk with we about what thay were coing sc that 
T woulé have @ little beckground infowwation to help ae observe.' 


eae ae ae ee 
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o“idextly Mrs Roosevelt waa deliberately mialed by Mr Holmes. 


“Her o@igtinal colume appeared in Indian newepapers but not har corrected ones. 
She did not appear to have ede eny effort to enlighten the Indian people 
avout her corrections, teaving them free to farm any opinion ae to her inten- 
tions and those of the US which she represented. 


“Bet Mr Chester Bowles, the US Acbegsador in India, has not deemed it necec- 

cary to correct his stetenenta referred to sbave despite my rether lenctiy 
erempemience with him and the verbel aduission of the mketakes ty hie acsis- 

tert probebly beeguse of the official position he new holde. 


“Although umugusl for enbesradars, Cowles haa written severel erticles about 
Tniia and may heve committed equally serious end damaging statements. in ane 
other article entitled ‘Rew India,’ appearing in the U8 quarterly review, 
Poxeion Affaire, in October 1952, which recently omme to cy attention, Bawles 


‘in edition, peomplinieds 564 princely states, of which only 
Reshuuiz, lyderaied, and Mysore wore of significant size; while 202 
hed greas of lees then 10 square miles.* 


"While the nucber of princely states ise not entirely ecourate, Bovies'a statc~ 


newt thet Keaheir, Hyderabad, and Mysore were the only ones of significance 
ie misleading. There are several other states of significant sige, auch as 
Baroda, Guelice, Intore, Jaipur, Jodhpur, ete. 


“At another place in the same article, he writes: 


"The anmwer lies Largely in weking sore consumer goods evail- 
Sele in the village besears et reasonable prices. There arc tens of 
millions of Inddeane who have never omed a petr of shoes or 4 change 
of clothing. The market for new cooking equipment and siuple ca- 
forte is aloost ulinited,* 


"Phe above gives en incorrect picture. There are plenty of conmuser gots in 
the market, berring a few liens, but Indiang have no money to buy them. An 
Imidan could not ow a pedir of shoes not becguse of a shortage of shoes but 
bewause he never had the money to spare for then. How with a slump taking 

place, the general compleint in India is that consumer goods are lying in the 
shope and etores and that there ere no buyers. It ia trye thet the market 

for eooking equipment and aimple caxforte le nearly unlimited but the Indians 
have no money to buy thee. 


"It oan te argued thet neither Bre Roosevelt nor Br Dowles ie 6 professional 
witer end suck «ietekes ere possible. Dut the truth ie that their views ani 
obgervations baie fer greater weight thar those of an ordinary weiter; there- 
fore, they should be core careful in their writings. However, professions! 
writers end expewience’ editera heve done no better. 


"Another very important wan of the seme US exbasay {in Indie_] very proudly 
gave me 8 copy of Mr Raich McGill's report on India, souteining ali the 

columns he wtote during his stay in the interior of India which Lad Ble ap 
peered in the US daily The Atlante Constitution, of which he was the editor, 
challenging ne to point out wrong fects eed wrong impressions, as ha was eure 
it eould net contain euch a thing. He gave the report to me ani I diseussed 
the wong facte, sierepresentatione, emegerations, etc., in the US and in- 
dien press about the Etewah project in which the US Erbassy bad a band. 


“Sines MoGti2 wrote, gpout the Beawph Aivirioh voere be stayed, during cost of 


wrote =4 iaentte wetle tn stayed, I comm give the correct and factual pieture. 
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“Writing about — sigh winebpuiia ‘Nehru usier the Hew York City @ateline az- 

é : sgmstitution dated 21 Noy 51, he aeid: "He eold his 
peausiful, spacious grounis....' Evidently he referrad to Pandit 
ice fenous frat Bhavan , afterwards called Severa; shawan, “which wee the 

extess. of the ania Congress Comittee for a number of years. It was 
fost to the Congress to house ita head office. 
tees Belling and civing free of charge. 


ofan 5 ee kas éateline szpeering in his va- 
. Constitution / on 1 Dec 51, Helnes says: ‘He Napa Peg 
ieee se Jen So. Gandhi. waa shot on 36 Jan 46 end it wae a Friday and 

tet the dey and dete he ventioned. 


“Commiung cake is not used because of a fuel shartage 

of the fire it produces. Se ee ia At ee we 
So cheap end conventent to make and use during the mansoon when wood is moist 
emi gives nore seoke. 


“Weating shout the Btawh pilet project work, witch he case to see in particu. — 
lax, under the Sew York City deteline e ooyearins in in the Atlante Cone iatutton 
dated £1 Tov 51, he wites: rere culture as bru 


“He again wakes reference to thie work uxier the Ayana lwedline eppesring om 
3a ) Bee 51 in the following words: 


.who ie in charge of the farm project being sonductal ‘Uy 
the gon goverment with Point Four aspistance....' 


“Golues emphepises US aid in this area /Stavah 7 again under the Ayana date- 
line appearing on 11 Dee 51, ae follows: 


‘Bere thenke to -<««-~+-— end hés associates, Indian and Aner~ 
Loan, the edxinisteation of UB aid has been sound ami groductive.' 


“Dart the Peet a8 “hore wis no US ald either technies] or financial in tie 
Eeewah pilot project area. The Etewal vork was started in Bepterber 1Ohd, 
two years before Point Four ves formed in the US and much before it came to 
india. Bows Americans who worked in this eres were employed and paid fully 
by the Uster Pradesh state. 


“Under the Btaweh headline appearing on 12 Bec 51, Bolmes anys: *Etawah ia 
the eemliest of &O dietricta in the etete called tho United Province,’ and 
goon on to describe the annual livestock @air of the Ttmwah dtetrict oe "the 
Lergeat fair in ell Indie." Be called it the United Province, though ives 
meme was changed to Utter Pradesh in 19:9 under the new constitution. 


“Deawah ig not the emllest district of this state nor is ite sural cmttle 
fair the lavgeet faiy in a1) Dmite. + 4a net the larcect fedr even in cur 
gbate of Utter Pradesh. 


“Appearing on 15 Dec 51 undes’ the Ayana headline, be he wentione - ‘There are in 
India LO other such stetes.! Re would have been correct 1f be said thers are 
52 gieh dieteiete in Utter Pradesh. There ere only in all, big or Gunll, 26 
statee lize Utter Predesh in the whole af india. 
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“In other places we also find sone evidence of confused thought. Under the 
Ayena headline appearing on 13 Dec 51, Holme writes: ‘There ia an area 
which is sect-@esert and irrigation ia necessary. There ere two cangls flow 
ae ee ae ee 300 niles oP the area, driving fron the Genga (Ganges) 
ie VER" 


‘Under a Mahova heatiline appearing on 17 Bec 51, witing about another village 
called Andaw: a few miles frou Ayana, be gaye: ‘The land in this area, whien 
te in the vast Genges River Valley, ie very fertile but arid. Aaide fron the 
mengoon whieh teinga rain fron late Juno to late Auguat, there is literally 
@leost no yYain at eall.' 


"Te the iret paragragh if be deseribed the Ayana area, he Is wroni, Since 
there is only oue canal and the lend is not semi-desert at ell. If he means 
the woole Etewih district wileh has two cammis, the land aggin is not seni~ 


desert. 


“he gecomd paracraph gives nore evidence of the confusion of deseription. 

The whole Etewah district, not the village of Andawa alone, including the yil- 
age of Ayana, lies in the vast Genges River Valley and the lend is very Ter- 
tile. I should perhaps say thet the land lying between the two Tumour rivers, 
the Ganges and the Jemma, called Dosh land, ie the most fertile land in the 
whole of India, and Btewah is situated in thia area. Tt ses ridiculous to 
deweribe i+ ag sect~desert. Rainfall continues fron lete dume to bate Ausust 
ami aleo in Beptesber. In Decexber and January there are showers or rein 


“Unter the Ayana headling appearing on 10 Dee Sl, Holmee writes: ‘There were 
Letters to mall po we drove along bullock ears rowbes to the canal. bank which. 
flows from the Ganges througl 300 miles of tlie parched land, anc along 26 to 
the post office at Aurolya 11 ulles auvay. 


"tte {Mueetya 7 bes o bank with a policeman on guard in @ unifors like a aol- 
dier end arued with a rifie.' ; 


"ne fire paracraph ig a eed ei incorrect reflection of the Indian postal 
systen. Tt implies that he bad to go to Auraiye 11 alles eway just to pot 
his letters as if there vere no post offices capable of carrying his sail 

neexby. ‘here is @ post office for the village of Ayana itself and the arce 
five elles aroun’ as quick in carrying sail as Auralya's post office. It ia 
woolly incorrect to say he had to go there for the sake of posting hie mail. 
Tt would have been reasonable for him to amy thet he went there to ace whet 
ait was like. 


"It te equally wrong to aey thet Auretya hed only ons bank as deserfued above 

with ea policemmn. Joretye has sore than one bank and the man ho desaribad as 
a policeman wat not one at all but e sentry of the bank, employed to guard it. 
He seems to develop a peculiar way of boasting US aid to impress US readers. 

Under a Mahown dateline apsearing on 20 Dee 51, be writes: 


‘The Indien opeses vare never given schools.,..llow they are 
being given schools and assistance in learning. The UE is teking a 
pert in 44 though always with and under the Indien governeent, which 
is proper.’ 


"There were schools not only in thie region /Btewsh district / but all over 
Indde even during the days of the British and sompulecry primary education ex~ 
ieted in geome villages. The mmbere of schools constantly increase ant reach 
@ lerwer nucber of villages--even In the moat remote 


ae Surny iaroritial 
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"“< go nos imow what part he thinks the 08 fe slaying in it. I heave « 
steted thet in the Stew oroject the 08 ime act contributed a single bit. 
There {6 no justification to aay so when there was no such US aid in any form. 


‘While writing about the Prive Minister , Rebry_/, with voor he lunched, be 
shows the sume tquorance. Under the heedline appearing on 22 Dee $1, 
iw writes: 


‘Bven Melwu's daughters attained (“eie_/,ete.! 


Pandit Mabru haa only one daughter, Mre Dndtve Gandid. He should have writter 
sisters to be correct, ginuce Tehru hee two. 


begat be his Lunch with Meteu under the New Delhd headline sovearing on. dan 
» Goleeo oad: 


So we talied and hig reais sister, Madame Pandit Eekru, 
lie did not know ag his vie ervcious sitoer, we baa bean abten Atm 


“While wetting abowt general conditions in India under the Mehew: hesdline ap 
peecing on 29 Dee 51, Holmes writes: 


Se rr re nen 


tt is trun thet a lange suber of our {Indien geople 46 not drink ilk be~ 
&o not get it, wat not bee 


cow 46 ppnrr pte walled mother iamewrtal for the eingle reason that it gives 
evect healthy milk. Tt hae become o erered enimn) to the Hindus mainly Por 
this reagen and they have been drinking cow's afin fee canturtes. 


“Even @ caguml glance st a railway ticket fron Etawah to Delhi wuld iniicate 
to bis that the distence between these two places i¢ only 105 alles and not 
2% wiles aa be stetes {1 nie eoluun spgeering on 1 Jam 52 under the Rew Delhi 
hun ins. 


cused bere soue of the tai JO and mou glaring lapses in te 
. Eye 


eat. tee oe os eee poten 

elde by Indien writers, what the UB jublic thinke of Indie cam be well ina- 

gined. Chen ouch ueterial is widely cirevleted in the U6 and Indie by resoon- 

aie official G2! sources, it only indfestes their complicity with enti-Ind ian 
senda, uorooting the fewlings of Inde friendship and. goodwill. 


“Tae aifect of such isrespongible writing is thet the general US press ig bagine 
ning to believe oo mny things which are not carrect, forming an al erbine 
Inowrrect iden of woet India ie today, This ie the ting phar we ase® wane) aoe 
curate tnforustion ebout each other / Thdia and the U8_/ #o thet we omy under 
gtand act synpathize with each other and be mare fr » Dut eueh dewes~ 
sione sede in the prem wille ainlesding US citisen, crestes Diiwill among 
Indiane when they realise auch erroneous views of people whom they axe tryin: 
te bePriaxt. Id ig casily explained by the Commntate and others as anti- 
intien progaganda. to Lower the prestige of India in the U5, 


f 
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o7. "the tmpresestor gained by US people as a result of such writings is test tllu- 
strated by the following parapteph frou the 35 Dec 52 igsue of the US paper, 
ay Cryeane Ogleens, entitled ‘Point Pour in Miniature--A Gountry Agent at York in 
India, * 


‘and vy adopting modern agricultural equipment and knowledge 
to locel conditions and religious lews, he turned the terren valigy 
of Btewah icto a bountiful garden.'* 


Another paragraph rune as follows: 


‘$4 will ki) the plants before they have aetured and thet 
would be teking Life which we ere forbidden to do,” they explained 
when Holmes wanted? to introduce the use of #011 pli rey a legumes, ' 


So, “Ag explained eleewhere in this repert, Etawah 1s not s carren valley. It is 
the most fertile an’ best irrigeted land in the whole of India and. the US ex- 
perte bave not succeeded in turning it inte ea bountiful garden. In fact, 
these experte have seused more barw than good to Tndtan farmers, owing to 
their wunfectlierity with Indian soil and agricultural. conditions. 


59, “It ie equally wrong to suggest that Indiane never knew anything about the 
ploughing of green soll, enriching oropea, or that religion stood in their way. 
They have been using sanal, indigo, etc., a6 such for decades and no religious 
ideas bave stood In thelr way. 


ivy, "In fact, in everything I read about India written by U8 writers and Journalists, 
I find some ouch tnformation which mey be very well described ag ‘intentionally 
or deliberately done’ and the reasons for it may be interpreted differently by 
different copy Bven US corresponients in India have been knows to report 
incorrect and damaging facts. 


fhe ‘a an article entitled ‘Point Tour Prupa Farmers in India! in fe vali mown 
US newepeper_/ by te special correspandent, appoaring om 20 Aug 51, there ap- 
peare: 


‘Yor exemple, gone time ago it wae suggested to the Etawah 
farwers that they should try greun uanwre with eanal (sunberp), but 
the farvers would not plough the green crop ad this would reguire, 
since, as Hindus, thay considered it sinful to destroy anything liv- 
ing before maturity. 


6Q, “to many alerepresentations in the writings of numerous US persons end papers 
heve been printed about Eteawah. We can well fwagine the number and extent of 
such imiieationg. All thia ia about Etawah, but there may be many more 
places ile Braveh and the cumulative result is shocking to ow imagination. 


53, “Herevlean efforts, on the one hend, by the US government and such misrepre- 
 gsentations based on completely inaccurate facts, inventions and liea, an the 

other hand, go together, and I wonder if the re@ults are satisfactory to the 
US people or thely government or to the Indian people who now deserve better 
consideration, perticulerly after eo cary «larepresentations have been in- 
dulged in by the then British rulere to prove Indian inompacity for Svera 
to the US fer decades, iInstae’ of counteracting sch things, they continue 
only to undermine the future pleasent relations of the peoples of the two 
great democracies of the world. There fe still time to think and be careful.” 
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